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Mr. Ron M. Pigott 
Assistant Genera1 Counsel 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, Texas 78773-000 1 

OR96-0961 

Dear Mr. Pigott: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. We assigned your 
request ID# 40683. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety (the “department”) received a request for 
criminal history record information (“CHRI”) regarding a deceased individual. You 
contend the requested information is excepted from required public disclosure under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code. 

Section 552.101 excepts from disclosure “information considered to be 
confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” This section 
encompasses information protected by other statutes. Section 411.083(a) of the 
Government Code provides that “criminal history record information maintained by the 
department is confidential information for the use of the department and, except as 
provided by this subchapter, may not be disseminated by the department.” Section 
411.083(b) provides that the department shall grant access to CHRI to various persons 
and entities, including criminal justice agencies, other agencies authorized by statute to 
receive CHRI, the person who is the subject of the CHRJ, persons working on certain 
research projects, and other individuals or agencies that have a specific agreement to 
receive CHRI under certain circumstances. The requestor does not fall within any of the 
provisions of section 4411.083(b) that provide for access to CHRJ. Section 411.083(b)(3) 
provides access to CHRI to the person who is the subject of the CHRL However, the 
subject of the requested CHRI is deceased. You have provided no information to allow 
us to conclude that the requestor is an authorized representative of the deceased of the 
CHRI. Thus, the department must withhold the requested CHRI. Gov’t Code $552.101. 
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We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is Iimited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Kay H. Guajardo 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

KHGirho 

Ref.: ID#s 40683 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

CC: Mr. Heriberto Medrano 
1101 West Tyler 
Harlingen, Texas 78550 
(w/o enclosures) 


